
Solving the Capillary Action 
Problem at the Eaves 
In the roofing and gutter trade, we see the same point of failure on 
thousands of homes: the gap between the drip edge and the gutter. B. 
A. Harris Seamless Gutter knows that standard building code 
compliance often leaves this critical area vulnerable. The standard 1-
inch overhang of shingles isn't enough to combat surface tension, 
especially in heavy New England storms. Water inevitably curls back, 
defies gravity, and wicks behind the metal trough. This is a technical 
failure of the envelope. 

This phenomenon, known as capillary action, directs water straight 
onto the fascia board. We often pull down old gutters only to find the 
wood behind them has the consistency of oatmeal. The fix isn't just 
more caulk; it's a structural addition called a Drip Edge Extension. 
This component is a piece of flashing, typically aluminum, that slips 
under the starter row of shingles and extends down over the back wall 
of the gutter. It creates a seamless mechanical bridge. 

From a technical standpoint, this breaks the surface tension. As water 
curls back, it hits the metal extension and is forced by gravity to drop 
into the gutter. It creates a positive connection between the roof deck 
and the water management system. Installing this requires precision; 
you have to manipulate the existing shingles without damaging them 
and ensure the flashing doesn't interfere with the pitch of the gutter. It 
is about creating a path of least resistance that leads away from the 
wood. 

We consider this mandatory for any installation in this climate. 
Without it, you are relying on luck and gravity, and water usually wins 
against both. It is a retrofit that significantly upgrades the 
waterproofing of the entire eave assembly, extending the life of the 
paint, the wood, and the gutter system itself. 

Conclusion A drip edge extension is the only technical solution that 
effectively stops capillary action from rotting fascia boards. By 
bridging the gap between the roof and the gutter, it ensures total 
water capture. It is an industry-standard upgrade that prevents long-
term structural decay. 

Call to Action Upgrade your system with the components the pros use. 
Call B. A. Harris Seamless Gutter for a technical assessment of your 
roofline. https://www.guttahs.com/ 

https://www.guttahs.com/drip-edge-extensions
https://www.guttahs.com/


  

 


