
Crown Reduction vs. Topping: A Professional Distinction 

In the world of arboriculture, we often encounter a dangerous 
misconception. Homeowners, desperate for more light, will ask for a 
tree to be "topped." As professionals, JB Property Maintenance must 
clarify that "topping"—indiscriminately lopping off the top of a tree—
is bad practice, bad for the tree, and ultimately bad for the 
homeowner. The correct industry standard for managing tree size in a 
residential environment is Crown Reduction. 

Topping a tree leaves large, open wounds that the tree cannot easily 
seal. This leads to decay entering the main trunk. Furthermore, the 
tree responds to this trauma by sending up rapid, vertical shoots 
known as "epicormic growth." These shoots are poorly attached to the 
bark and grow very fast, meaning the tree will soon be as tall as it was 
before, but now structurally unsafe. 

Crown Reduction, by contrast, is a nuanced procedure. It involves 
shortening branches back to a suitable growth point—specifically, a 
lateral branch that is at least one-third the diameter of the branch 
being removed. This allows the tree to sustain the remaining limb and 
compartmentalize the wound. When you hire a qualified tree 
surgeon in Galway, you are paying for this physiological 
understanding. We reduce the overall height and spread of the 
canopy, but we maintain the natural framework and shape of the tree. 

The benefits of this approach are twofold. Firstly, it achieves the 
homeowner's goal: it increases light penetration. By thinning the 
density of the crown (leaf area), we allow dappled sunlight to reach 
the garden and the house, reducing dampness and moss growth. 
Secondly, it stabilizes the tree. A large, dense canopy acts as a "sail" in 
the wind. By reducing the crown, we reduce the wind loading (drag) 
on the tree. This is critical in the west of Ireland, where trees are 
subjected to extreme forces during winter storms. 

Proper tree management is about balance. We balance the needs of 
the tree with the needs of the property owner. We retain the aesthetic 
value and the habitat value of the tree, while mitigating the risks of 
shade and instability. It is a long-term strategy for tree health, rather 
than a short-term fix that causes long-term problems. 

Ensure your trees are managed to British Standard 3998. Contact JB 
Property Maintenance for a consultation. 

https://jbpropertymaintenances.com/tree-surgery-services/ 
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